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BUBJECT: _‘J&::Inese Idngulistic Project 25X1A5a1
REFEREHCE Your Hemorpndum of T Janvary 1969, Bubject:

Pransmitial of Resesrch Proposal from
25X1A5a1 .- Chinese Linguistic Project

1. The subject of the proposed ressaych project is of some
interset to thls 0ffice, Lo the extent that it wmight offer promise
of permitiing refisepent oy wiating of swilsble inforemtion cone
mmmmwmm: location of speakars of the wericus

hinese langueges and aub-lialects. We ag mn Office are less interested

:I.n the progpect of mma & detalled descriptive mteﬁmﬂm eof
sach of the leagweges and diglects -~ thelr pi and morphology -~
although other parts of the Agency (e.g., DIF or m end the nilitary
sarvice lmngusge schools concelwvebly would have such an interest.

2. With regard o the inadequacy of presently avellsble linguis-
tic mape of China and adjoining avens, wa are inclined to feel that the
projeat proposal presents & gloomier view than is justified by the facts.
A falr smount of work in ethnolinguistic mepping hasg, in fect; been done
and the aduittedly generalized smmll-scale pep in the CIA Mep Folic -
intmﬁmmlky Jmited to the actual political bowndsries of Chinm -- i

not fully representative of the extent or detall of evallsble work on
this gm‘blw.. We recogoize thet the proposed project could provide s
potentially usoful compllation of dasie information on & subject that
25X1A5a haaarves to be better known, and W '!:&mt 411 succeed in
finding & sponsor. In tewns of de fund i reletive priorities,
MWE’.’E‘, we 30 not feel justified in otf&ing fimml support to the

3. In addition to the existing relevant work susmarized in Beetlon

25X1A5a1 f11 of the proposal, Mrﬂw&m’s wight wish to meke use of
the following items in : the geogrephic distribution aspscts

of the problem:
&. Xore: (Peoples of Chins,
¥onpnlinn orasj. MHoscov., USSR

n Pecpie ihlie, and |
Acedamy of Scimrma- 1559. 'ﬁzia mpwmxi—tm gtudy vas
oompiled in 1958 in the Institute of Ethnogrsphy of the
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W Excluded from autematic
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Acedaty of Bolences, with B. I. Bruk as principal campiler-
suthor. An BEoglish (ranslatlon of the text is aveilable
as JPRE 3710, dated 16 August 1960. Other stulles in this
series provide sinilar treatment of sross adjoining (hina.

OGS ‘ L » ﬁw wm *

nRiAtions Aran X  PPORB . phe Hiis s pm Adeg
'nfﬁmistieammmaf&mgé%imm
well a8 in Madnland Southeest Asim. 'Thus, by tresting minority
Jaxguage arens thet extend scross Chins's bowndaries in this
sector, it: provides some of the cross-border covergge that we
1gnored” in the Commmist Chink Mep Folio.

h. If & gpomacr 1s found snd the project proceeds, 1t would be
hoped that wore than 25 coples of the resulting book would be produced.
gai;s #mall quantity hardly seomsn aleguele if the resoarch effort is st

b WOL m e

, 5. Finally, it would seem that if the resoarch does proceed, some
type of mapping would need to be donme by the prolect team. The pr 0l
mmias reference to the fact that the resanrch resulis would permit marked
; ent of exleting linguistie meps, but the desoription of the fing
is agreseble, for us to valunteer & modest level of cartographle assis-
tﬁ:g in order to lnsure that the final product does, in fact, include
& »
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\ : Al
contalng no mention of & map. It may be vorthwhile, irHEEEEE 25X1A!



